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The technology is ubiquitous throughout the world. It now serves as a fundamental engine driving the worldwide music industry and is readily assimilated by young learners wherever it is available. Our students can’t imagine the time before computers and the Internet. As well as we older trainers can’t imagine the time without telephone (excluding the mobile one!). Students with access to contemporary technology gravitate toward it intuitively. For example they use mobile devices (tablets) as a personal communication and production tool, data library and sharing device, new user interface for interaction and creation and a portable learning centre. Furthermore, technology users want constant and instant connection. At the same time this means that the online studying methods are already familiar with them. Obvious question to us, as teacher trainers, is, do we use teaching methods supported by the modern technology? In many cases teachers should learn more from the students. In brief, today learning not only belongs to students, but also to teachers.

The greatest potential in the use of music technology is that it allows sharing information and expertise worldwide.  The interactive technology of media and the Internet promoted the formation of a global music education network. There are a few reasons to take advantage of various distance-learning methods. They will democratize education by getting knowledge to users who would not have access to it. Those methods will enrich the educational experience for students via the Internet. And for us, as trainers, they will demand us to change our pedagogical style and technique, which won’t do any harm to any teacher.

We can say that this change is not only one of technical means, but also of educational perspectives and paradigms. This is gradually revolutionizing how we conduct our business. The role of music teachers should be transformed from a provider to a guider. Music teachers guide students to incorporate music into their daily lives. 

The presentation starts with a glimpse to the music education system in Finland: basic education in arts, extra-curricular music education, and vocational and higher music education. The following part will discuss about music education and net pedagogy. Today we still name learning situations according to the learning environment. We talk about face-to-face learning, blended learning, distance learning, asynchronous and synchronous techniques, etc. In this presentation I will use also this traditional outline. At the same time we have to admit that this kind of division is artificial. Our students and pupils don’t think like that. It is all the same learning no matter are we using blackboard or a web page.

For a moment we will look at the modern learning environment. It could be a mobile device or a whole piano pedagogical laboratory. A mobile device, besides being a communication tool, is an addition to the traditional tools, we can use it as a replacement for a traditional tool and/or it will give a new approach and concept learning and creating music. There are few studies going on about using a mobile device like iPad and Galaxy Tab in secondary and high schools in Finland. We will share the outcomes so far. On the other hand Tampere University of Applied Sciences (TAMK) has build a modern piano classroom with four cameras, monitors, video recording system and a videoconference setup for master classes. I will open up its use in piano teaching.

Finally, we have also think how do we prepare our students to use modern tools in their job? Net pedagogy is still an unknown quantity in music teacher training and the concluding part will deal with teacher training in TAMK. There are a number of asynchronous pedagogical methods in their studies. The presentation will show also different views to synchronous music distance learning pedagogue. One case is about ordinary video class setup. The others will discuss about mentoring with videoconference and web conferencing. The presentation will also discuss about the outcomes of the training over these first few years.


