


Music Technology as a Part of a Nationwide Music Curriculum and Teaching Material Resource

In Finland music, art, dance and arts and crafts institutes provide extracurricular art education for children and young people. The network of art education institutes funded by the National Board of Education comprises 89 music institutes. Each institute or music school makes its own syllabus and normally it consists of private lessons, music theory and playing in a band.  There is a demand for a change. Why is that?

Firstly, the number of the pupils is decreasing. Nowadays, youngsters have a growing number of attracts to spend their time, music and sports are no longer a number one hobby. Besides, the pupils are mainly girls, how to get boys to engage music studies?  Secondly, music technology, which is already a part of young learners’ everyday lives, does not have a very big role in the teaching in the music schools.

With the support of the National Board of Education (NBE) we have started (Autumn 2011) two projects. The first one is a curriculum development project. The aim of this one-year project is to form a recommendation to music schools for a new curriculum. It gives guidelines both for introductory and secondary studies in music technology. The secondary studies would consist of topics like Music Technology as a Tool for Creative Activities, Acoustics, Sound Reinforcement, Note Writing, the Delivery of Music and finally the History and the Development of Music Technology. The curriculum project also includes a pilot, which tests the curriculum feasibility. The extended supply will give music schools competitiveness and will bring music schools back to modern times.

The other project supported by the NBE is the music technology teaching material project. It is a three-years project and its output will be free Internet material for teaching and self-studying various kinds of music applications.

These projects are tightly connected to each other. Both have the same planning and administration team. Furthermore, the preparations for both branches began three years ago: A planning group consisting of representatives from music schools, vocational schools and universities was formed by the author. This group will remain as a guidance group for the projects.

The project has just started, but the author will open the phases of the planning project and will give a glimpse of the first results.




