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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC HISTORY

(very) Quick history :

Format created in 1977

Developed and maintained by IFLA

Evolutions by PUC (Permanent Unimarc Committee)

In the last years, evolutions proposed only by 
CfU (Comité Français de l’Unimarc)

UNIMARC is used in France, by 95 % of the 
libraries
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC HISTORY

Technically : MARC

Leader

Fields

Subfields

Semantically : not a declination of MARC21

Organization is 99 % different (exception: 856)

Title is in 200$a, authors are in 7XX

Another big difference:

links (bib <> auth and bib<>bib) contain a $3 field 
including the auth/bib number.
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KOHACON23 - LRM
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

How to move from Unimarc to LRM ?

Marc bibliographic records “splitted” in Work, 
Expression, Manifestation, Item (WEMI)

Goal: identify the work / expression / 
manifestation in a MARC bibliographic record

Marc authorities transformed in Nomen, Agent, Place, 
Time-span
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

How to move from Unimarc to LRM ?

Easy decisions for Authorities: extend them, link 
them using $3 in links

Biblios

Example:

title

support

edition

size

language

author
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

How to identify W / E / M / I ?

Title and author => Work

Langage => Expression

Support, edition, size => Manifestation

(no Item in my example)

What kind of record must/can/should we create ?

French lesson :

Work = Oeuvre

Expression and Manifestation = French words

Item = we use the term Item even if it’s not French

OEMI = WEMI
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

What’s happening in France :

2 major institutions:

BNF (National Library)

SUDOC (national catalogue of academic libraries)

A working group, and a website:

Www.transition-bibliographique.fr

CfU is a part of the process

http://Www.transition-bibliographique.fr/
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Some decision already taken

Work and Expression will be authorities

Manifestation will be bibliographic records

Link records using new fields

Create a “UNIMARC-ER” (Entity-Relation) flavor / 
declination of UNIMARC
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

200 field is an “historical” field

200 field still used in UNIMARC-ER. It 
contains the title of the manifestation
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

506 field link 
to the Work

507 field link to 
the Expression
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Data sample :

https://zenodo.org/record/7358799#.Y4R-bt_jJPY

340 MARC records, related to vampire and 
dracula

https://zenodo.org/record/7358799#.Y4R-bt_jJPY
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

A = authority
B = biblio

H = holding

Nomen, places, ...
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Link to the 
Expression

Manifestation
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Expression

Manifestation
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Expression

Manifestation

Work
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Next steps:

BNF and ABES are working on tools to automatically 
create WEMI MARC records from current MARC record

Long process, several iterations

No planning (that I know)

Defining the final format (bibframe ? UNIMARC-ER ?)

Work in Progress

Different constraints for BNF and ABES

BNF has catalogers
ABES relies on libraries to catalog
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KOHACON23 – NEXT STEP ?

Which opportunities for Koha ?

Store UNIMARC-ER

Take profit of UNIMARC-ER in search

Long term: new tool to catalog
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KOHACON23 - STORE

Storing UNIMARC-ER means:

Having authorities types for Works and Expression

Adding new fields

Good news:

the code is already able to handle that !

We just need to create authorities and update 
frameworks

But that’s the smallest step, more to work on...
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KOHACON23 - SEARCH 

Changing the search

How to improve the search module to improve user 
experience

1st goal: do not bother user with WEMI vocabulary 
and concepts ;)

2nd goal: that would be a pity to show that we 
have a given book, know in the database that we 
have it in another “form”, and not showing that 
to the user, he may be interested. Or not !

So ...
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KOHACON23 - SEARCH 

Changing the search

User search “Harry potter and the phenix order”

Should we show:

Harry Potter and the phenix order
We have it
● As a book, 1997, translated by John Doe, 250 pages, 30cm
● As a book, 2001, translated by John Doe, 280 pages, 15cm
● As a book, 2010, translated by Jean Martin, 300 pages, 35cm
● As a read book, 2004, read by Sophie Dupont, 4 hours

OR
Harry Potter and the phenix order
We have it as a Book
● 1997, translated by John Doe, 250 pages, 30cm
● 2010, translated by Jean Martin, 300 pages, 35cm

We have it as a Read book
● 2004, read by Sophie Dupont, 4 hours

Work

Expression/Manifestation

OR

Harry Potter and the phenix order
We have it
● Translated by John Doe, 

● Book, 1997, 250 pages, 30cm
● Book, 2001, 280 pages, 15cm

● Translated by Jean Martin, 
● Book, 2010, 300 pages, 35cm
● read book, 2004, read by Sophie Dupont, 4 hours

Work

Expression

Manifestation
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KOHACON23 - SEARCH

What about facets ?

Harry Potter and the phenix order
We have it
● As a book, 1997, translated by John Doe, 250 pages, 30cm
● As a book, 2010, translated by Jean Martin, 300 pages, 35cm
● As a read book, 2004, read by Sophie Dupont, 4 hours

Date
Language
Format
Support
Editor
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KOHACON23 - SEARCH

BibLibre (internal) workshops
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KOHACON23 - CATALOGING 

Very long term plan !

Should we catalogate from W to M or from M to 
W ?

From W to M:

New record > search/create a work > 
search/create an expression > search/create a 
manifestation

From M to W:

New record > show an empty manifestation > 
link an expression > link a work
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KOHACON23 - CATALOGING

If we continue using UNIMARC-ER:

Currently M to W:

Koha > cataloging > new => a manifestation

In the cataloging module, field 507 has the small 
icon to open authority search

Link the authority expression

What about W to M ?

It has to be discussed with users
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KOHACON23 - CATALOGING

If we switch to bibframe

Write a completely new cataloging module

Database structure:

We currently support only MARC

BUT biblio_metadata contains format, schema 
and metadata field that can store anything

In Koha, very frequently used data (title, 
publisher, publicationdate,…) are “decoded” from 
MARC and stored in “generic” fields (biblio.title). 
We could add a RDA/bibframe “decoder”. Other 
module would work without change
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Cataloging module:

Must be written from scratch (hint: the BNF is writing 
such a module)

A HUGE work.
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KOHACON23 - CATALOGING

And MARC21 ?

Work & Expression will be bibliographic records

Will be tricky to keep UNIMARC and MARC21 at the 
same level in Koha !

This is a real challenge for Koha. Other ILS in 
France:

Are local => support UNIMARC only
Are international => support MARC21, with an 
additional quick (and sometimes dirty) 
UNIMARC layer
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KOHACON23 – UNIMARC > LRM

Thank you !
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