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Subject choices of comprehensive school pupils

Share of comprehensive school pupils studying Russian
has increased
According to Statistics Finland, the share of comprehensive school pupils studying Russian on
grades 1 to 6 was 0.2 percentage points higher and 0.7 percentage points higher on grades 7
to 9 than in 2013. In 2014, altogether 1.0 per cent of pupils on grades 1 to 6 and 3.1 per cent of
pupils on grades 7 to 9 studied Russian.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 22.5.2015
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Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2014

Share of
pupils in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
pupils in
grades 1-6
%

TotalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.66.0234 342..14 110220 232EnglishGrades
1-6 .4.616 395..13 3773 018Swedish

.4.315 298..86814 430Finnish

.2.07 242..4 3402 902French

.3.713 166..9 9823 184German

.1.03 487..2 3631 124Russian

.0.51 644..1 243401Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1213..2103Sami

.0.1499..107392Other

99.4.174 6476118112 788161 617EnglishGrades
7-9 92.2.162 031345148 67710 9702 039Swedish

5.9.10 31841551 4268 733Finnish

5.9.10 3875 0931663 7321 396French

10.1.17 6867 9244837 6591 620German

3.1.5 4013 915.943543Russian

2.0.3 5662 700.82937Spanish

0.1.194194.00Italian

0.0.531.520Sami

0.2.383383.00Latin

0.1.14528.4113Other

English was the most commonly studied foreign language on grades 1 to 6 of comprehensive school in
the autumn semester of 2014. Sixty-six per cent of the pupils attending grades 1 to 6 studied English either
as a compulsory or optional foreign language. The percentages of pupils studying other foreign languages
remained at five per cent or below.

Nearly all pupils attending grades 7 to 9 studied both English and Swedish or Finnish either as mother
tongue, or as a compulsory, optional or elective foreign language. German was studied by 10 per cent and
French by 6 per cent of the pupils attending grades 7 to 9, mainly as an optional or elective foreign language.

A total of 355,139 pupils attended grades 1 to 6. 181,942 of the pupils were boys and 173,197 were girls.
A total of 175,686 pupils attended grades 7 to 9. 90,011 of the pupils were boys and 85,675 were girls.

Data on the language choices of students studying comprehensive education elsewhere than at
comprehensive schools (1,564) are published in the database table of these statistics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2014, boys

Share of
boys in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
boys in
grades 1-6
%

Boys totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.65.6119 339..6 822112 517EnglishGrades
1-6 .4.07 362..5 9851 377Swedish

.4.37 780..4417 339Finnish

.1.52 797..1 5961 201French

.3.36 062..4 6071 455German

.0.81 483..991492Russian

.0.4727..550177Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.193..912Sami

.0.1224..66158Other

99.3.89 395261016 25283 016EnglishGrades
7-9 92.0.82 80220276 9504 673977Swedish

5.8.5 2281836864 458Finnish

3.6.3 2681 321641 330553French

8.5.7 6633 3142323 400717German

2.4.2 1481 564.346238Russian

1.4.1 249915.31717Spanish

0.1.5858.00Italian

0.0.220.220Sami

0.1.132132.00Latin

0.1.566.248Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2014, girls

Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.66.4115 003..7 288107 715EnglishGrades
1-6 .5.29 033..7 3921 641Swedish

.4.37 518..4277 091Finnish

.2.64 445..2 7441 701French

.4.17 104..5 3751 729German

.1.22 004..1 372632Russian

.0.5917..693224Spanish

.0.00..00Italian

.0.1120..1191Sami

.0.2275..41234Other
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Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

99.5.85 25235806 53678 601EnglishGrades
7-9 92.5.79 22914371 7276 2971 062Swedish

5.9.5 0903727404 275Finnish

8.3.7 1193 7721022 402843French

11.7.10 0234 6102514 259903German

3.8.3 2532 351.597305Russian

2.7.2 3171 785.51220Spanish

0.2.136136.00Italian

0.0.311.300Sami

0.3.251251.00Latin

0.1.8922.265Other
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