
Subject choices of students 2018
Subject choices of comprehensive school pupils

Majority of comprehensive school pupils study English
According to Statistics Finland, English was the most commonly studied foreign language in
comprehensive schools in the autumn term 2018. Seventy-four per cent of students in grades
1 to 6 studied English. The share of students studying English increased by three percentage
points from the previous year in grades 1 to 6. Almost all students in grades 7 to 9 studied English.
Nineteen per cent of students in grades 1 to 6 and 92 per cent of students in grades 7 to 9 studied
Swedish as a foreign language.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 23.5.2019
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Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2018

Share of
pupils in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
pupils in
grades 1-6
%

TotalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.74.0273 695.1416 898256 783EnglishGrades
1-6 .18.668 913.53 28412 3063 323Swedish

.5.520 177.111 15119 015Finnish

.2.17 610.174 1913 402French

.3.914 611.1611 3133 282German

.0.62 219.01 1021 117Russian

.1.86 764.05 932832Spanish

.0.00.000Italian

.0.1245.02369Sami

.0.2604.13149442Other

99.5.179 1318020612 785166 060EnglishGrades
7-9 92.5.166 4852153 40011 4321 651Swedish

5.9.10 60822111 3009 095Finnish

5.0.8 9503 6531933 4901 614French

10.2.18 4228 7142427 7861 680German

2.0.3 6651 72601 427512Russian

2.9.5 2743 79301 270211Spanish

0.0.7575000Italian

0.0.5530493Sami

0.2.429429000Latin

0.1.252422320167Other

Nearly all pupils attending grades 7 to 9 studied both English and Swedish or Finnish either as mother
tongue, or as a compulsory, optional or elective foreign language. German was studied by 10 per cent and
French by 5 per cent of the pupils attending grades 7 to 9, mainly as an optional or elective foreign language.

A total of 370,020 pupils attended grades 1 to 6. 189,545 of the pupils were boys and 180,475 were girls.
A total of 180,058 pupils attended grades 7 to 9. 92,100 of the pupils were boys and 87,958 were girls.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2018, boys

Share of
boys in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
boys in
grades 1-6
%

Boys totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.73.9140 051.98 207131 835EnglishGrades
1-6 .18.534 989.27 6365 6171 736Swedish

.5.410 198.45449 650Finnish

.1.62 987.81 5891 390French

.3.77 107.75 5231 577German

.0.5934.0448486Russian

.1.63 021.02 680341Spanish

.0.00.000Italian

.0.1131.01256Sami

.0.2290.578207Other

99.4.91 52740866 13985 262EnglishGrades
7-9 92.2.84 957279 3004 905750Swedish

5.8.5 3661976184 650Finnish

3.1.2 8881 012771 195604French

8.5.7 8523 4571063 528761German

1.6.1 5097460528235Russian

2.0.1 8391 222052592Spanish

0.0.2828000Italian

0.0.1710142Sami

0.2.147147000Latin

0.1.12121131077Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2018, girls

Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.74.1133 644.58 691124 948EnglishGrades
1-6 .18.833 924.25 6486 6891 587Swedish

.5.59 979.76079 365Finnish

.2.64 623.92 6022 012French

.4.27 504.95 7901 705German

.0.71 285.0654631Russian

.2.13 743.03 252491Spanish

.0.00.000Italian

.0.1114.01113Sami

.0.2314.871235Other
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Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

99.6.87 604401206 64680 798EnglishGrades
7-9 92.7.81 528074 1006 527901Swedish

6.0.5 24211146824 445Finnish

6.9.6 0622 6411162 2951 010French

12.0.10 5705 2571364 258919German

2.5.2 1569800899277Russian

3.9.3 4352 5710745119Spanish

0.1.4747000Italian

0.0.3820351Sami

0.3.282282000Latin

0.1.13121101090Other
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