
Subject choices of students 2016
Subject choices of comprehensive school pupils

Majority of comprehensive school pupils study English
Corrected on 28 June 2017. The corrections are indicated in red.

According to Statistics Finland, English was the most commonly studied foreign language on grades 1 to
6 of comprehensive school in the autumn semester of 2016. Seventy-one per cent of the pupils attending
grades 1 to 6 studied English either as a compulsory or optional foreign language. The percentages of
pupils studying other foreign languages remained at 18 per cent or below.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 24.5.2017
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Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2016

Corrected on 28 June 2017. The corrected numbers are indicated in red.

Share of
pupils in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
pupils in
grades 1-6
%

TotalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.70,5256 363.4815 646240 669EnglishGrades
1-6 .18,466 742.50 20913 2683 265Swedish

.5,118 525.121 11217 401Finnish

.2,17 607.174 6412 949French

.3,914 167.1811 1982 951German

.0,72 668..1 5881 080Russian

.0,93 203..2 627576Spanish

.0,00..00Italian

.0,1243..2385Sami

.0,1507..78429Other

99,4.174 2082716112 969161 051EnglishGrades
7-9 92,4.161 94517149 40110 9711 556Swedish

5,9.10 315632001 0259 027Finnish

5,7.10 0344 7631463 6831 442French

10,8.18 8569 2922797 6961 589German

2,4.4 1922 193.1 467532Russian

2,5.4 3223 155.1 050117Spanish

0,1.114114.00Italian

0,0.569.470Sami

0,2.390390.00Latin

0,1.224353814137Other

Nearly all pupils attending grades 7 to 9 studied both English and Swedish or Finnish either as mother
tongue, or as a compulsory, optional or elective foreign language. German was studied by 11 per cent and
French by 6 per cent of the pupils attending grades 7 to 9, mainly as an optional or elective foreign language.

A total of 363,450 pupils attended grades 1 to 6. 186,108 of the pupils were boys and 177,342 were girls.
A total of 175,330 pupils attended grades 7 to 9. 89,634 of the pupils were boys and 85,696 were girls.

Data on the language choices of students studying comprehensive education elsewhere than at
comprehensive schools (2,556) are published in the database table of these statistics.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2016, boys (Corrected on
28 June 2017)

Corrected on 28 June 2017. The corrected numbers are indicated in red.

Share of
boys in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
boys in
grades 1-6
%

Boys totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.70,5131 212.197 716123 477EnglishGrades
1-6 .18,233 848.26 1726 0691 607Swedish

.5,19 475.95308 936Finnish

.1,62 889.61 7261 157French

.3,66 725.75 3501 368German

.0,61 102..642460Russian

.0,81 405..1 153252Spanish

.0,00..00Italian

.0,1106..1051Sami

.0,1233..37196Other

99,3.89 0149736 19082 742EnglishGrades
7-9 92,2.82 664977 2354 741679Swedish

5,8.5 17930905324 527Finnish

3,6.3 2181 340531 267558French

9,1.8 1863 8621513 471702German

1,9.1 677856.595226Russian

1,7.1 5171 060.40453Spanish

0,0.3838.00Italian

0,0.174.130Sami

0,2.162162.00Latin

0,1.92815762Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of comprehensive school pupils in 2016, girls (Corrected on
28 June 2017)

Corrected on 28 June 2017. The corrected numbers are indicated in red.

Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

Studied languageGrades

.70,6125 151.297 930117 192EnglishGrades
1-6 .18,532 894.24 0377 1991 658Swedish

.5,19 050.35828 465Finnish

.2,74 718.112 9151 792French

.4,27 442.115 8481 583German

.0,91 566..946620Russian

.1,01 798..1 474324Spanish

.0,00..00Italian

.0,1137..1334Sami

.0,2274..41233Other
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Corrected on 28 June 2017. The corrected numbers are indicated in red.

Share of
girls in
grades 7-9
%

Share of
girls in
grades 1-6
%

Girls totalElective
language
B2

Compulsory
language
B1

Optional
language A2

Compulsory
language A1

99,4.85 19418886 77978 309EnglishGrades
7-9 92,5.79 281872 1666 230877Swedish

6,0.5 136331104934 500Finnish

8,0.6 8163 423932 416884French

12,5.10 6705 4301284 225887German

2,9.2 5151 337.872306Russian

3,3.2 8052 095.64664Spanish

0,1.7676.00Italian

0,0.395.340Sami

0,3.228228.00Latin

0,2.1322723775Other
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