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One Finn out of six was injured
To assess the incidence o f accidents and violence in Fin­
land in 1988, the Central Statistical Office collected infor­
mation from nearly 14,000 Finns. One out o f six 15-74- 
years-olds (620,000 persons) had during the year been in­
jured in an accident or in an incident o f violence. The 
largest number o f injuries were caused by work accidents.

A . Accidents and violence resulting in injury: proportion o f 
victims in the population aged 15-74 years (% ) in 1980 
and 1988, and the number o f incidents in 1988.

Victims Total number
% % of incidents
1980 1988 1988

Total 17.1 16.7 822,000

Traffic accidents 1.3 1.8 72,000
Work accidents 5.8 5.2 231,000
Accidents at home 3.5 3.5 141,000
Sports accidents 4.4 4.0 192,000
Other accidents 1.9 2.1 87,000
Criminal violence 2.3 2.0 99,000

Traffic accidents resulting in injury have increased by 55 
per cent since 1980. The number o f accidents at home 
shows no change as compared with 1980. The incidence o f

1. The incidence o f accidents and violence resulting in 
injury 1980 ja 1988.

Thousands

Traffic Work Home Sports Other Violence

work accidents and sports accidents has decreased slightly, 
as has the incidence o f violence resulting in injury. The 
number o f other leisure-time accidents has increased slight­
ly-

Fewer cases of violence
According to the interview data, eight per cent o f the popu­
lation aged 15-74 fell victim to some kind o f violence in 
1988, violence being defined to cover not only incidents 
resulting in injury but also threats o f violence and attempts 
to prevent someone from moving. In 1980 the corre­

sponding rate was 10 per cent. The percentage o f victims 
o f violence was thus one-fifth lower than eight years ear­
lier. According to the interview data, incidents o f violence 
in 1988 can be estimated at a minimum o f 500,000.



B. The forms o f violence, 1980 and 1988.

Total

Threats, attempts to hit 
Preventing from moving, pushing 
Hitting, no visible marks 
Hitting, bruises 
Repeated kicking 
Hitting, wounds or bone fractures 
Armed violence 
Other violence

19801 19881

629,000 498,000
191,000 146,000255,000 178,000
63,000 55,00058,000 51,00010,000 7,00021,000 21,000
4,000 4,00027,000 36,000

As compared with 1980, incidents o f the more lenient 
forms o f violence in particular have decreased, such as 
threats and attempts to prevent someone from moving. 
There is also a slight fall in the number o f incidents where 
the victim was hit but suffered nothing more serious than 
bruises. This is also the case with incidents o f repeated 
kicking. No change is observed in armed violence or in 
incidents where the victim was hit and suffered wounds or 
bone fractures. "Other violence” stands mainly for lenient 
cases where no physical injury was caused.

In 1988, 53 per cent o f  incidents o f violence involved men. 
In 1980, the corresponding figure was 58 per cent: the dif­
ference between men and women has shrunk considerably. 
Incidents o f violence involving men have decreased by 27 
per cent since 1980. The decrease for women is 12 per 
cent.

Young people are victimized more often than others. On 
the other hand, the decrease in experiences o f violence has 
been most marked in the youngest age group, among men 
and women alike. The decrease in violence is due to, 
among other things, hte diminishing o f the young age 
groups and the aging o f the postwar large age groups, the 
prpbability o f  victimization falling with age.

Street violence and violence between acquintances (small 
group violence) in particular have decreased since 1980. 
The amount o f domestic violence has remained at the 1980 
level. Experiences o f work-related violence have increased 
slightly.

Violent crimes as recorded by the police and violence as 
depicted by victimization surveys have moved in opposite 
directions during the 1980s. From 1980 to 1988, assaults 
recorded by the police have increased by 32 per cent. The 
survey data, too, show that violent acts recorded by the 
police have increased since 1980 (by 12 per cent). Thus, as 
the incidence o f violence as a whole has decreased, the 
number o f recorded cases has increased.

In Sweden, violent crimes recorded by the police have in­
creased in a similar manner as in Finland. However, in 
Sweden, too, victimization surveys show that assaults have 
decreased during the 1980s. Similarly, according to a Cent­
ral Statistical O ffice survey o f  living conditions in Finland 
based on a representative population sample, the number o f 
assaults has decreased from 1978 to 1986.

Thousands

2a. Female victims o f violence by age group per 100,000
population in 1980 and 1988.

Age
2b. Male victims o f violence by age group per 100,000 

population in 1980 and 1988.

Thousands

3. The venues o f violence in 1980 and 1988.

Thousands

Family Small Work- Street Other
group place

1 I f  the respondent had been victimized several times during the year, data were collected for the three most 
recent incidents.
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No change in the number of accidents at home
Accidents at home numbered 141,000 in 1988 (145,000 in 
1980). O f accidents at home, men accounted for 38 per 
cent in 1988, and for 36 per cent in 1980. The difference 
between men and women has thus narrowed slightly. 
Changes in time use, e. g. the decrease in the time women 
use for household work, may have contributed to the slight 
fall in the number o f accidents women experienced at ho­
me. Men’ s home accidents have mostly occurred in repair 
and maintenance work, women’s in household work.

The number o f accidents at home has decreased since 1980 
in the 15-19 age group, both among men and women. W o­
men aged 20-34 showed a slight increase in accidents at 
home, as did men aged 25-34. Elderly women suffered, in 
proportion to the size o f the population, more accidents at 
home than any other age-sex category. Even in their case, 
however, accidents at home have decreased since 1980.

Fewer sports accidents
In 1988, sports accidents numbered 192,000, representing a 
decrease o f nine per cent since 1980. For women, the de­
crease was 12 per cent, for men, seven per cent.

The same amount o f time -  half an hour per day -  is spent 
on sports and exercise in all age groups. However, the inci­
dence o f sports accidents decreases with age. This is proba­
bly due to changes in the type o f sports chosen. Younger 
people tend to participate in intensive team sports and in 
other physically more demanding activities.

Sports with the highest incidence o f accidents were, for 
men, soccer, volley ball and ice hockey; for women, volley 
ball, jogging and gymnastics.

5a. Female victims o f sports accidents by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

Thousands

4a. Female victims o f accidents at home by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

Thousands

Age

4b. Male victims o f accidents at home by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

Thousands

Age
5b. Male victims o f sports accidents by age group per

100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.
Thousands
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An increase in other 
leisure-time accidents
Other leisure-time accidents numbered 87,000. This cate­
gory comprises accidents occurring in connection with 
shopping, amusements or various firee-time activities which 
cannot be classified as accidents at home, traffic accidents 
or sports accidents.

The number o f other leisure-time accidents increased by 17 
per cent from 1980. These accidents were somewhat more 
common among women than among men.

Other leisure-time accidents were common among elderly 
women out shopping or otherwise on the move, and among 
young men during free time.

An increase in traffic accidents

Thousands

6a. Female victims o f other leisure-time accidents by age
group per 100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

The survey found 260,000 traffic accidents in 1988. Out o f 
these, 72,000 resulted in injury. Traffic accidents have in­
creased by more than 40 per cent since 1980. Traffic acci­
dents resulting in injury have increased by 55 per pent 
since 1980. Traffic accidents have not, however, increased 
faster than the number o f motor vehicles (+ 46 %) or the 
volume o f traffic (+  36 %).

For men, the total number o f traffic accidents has increased 
by 21 per cent. Women’s traffic accidents have almost 
doubled (+  92 %) in eight years. In 1988, 39 per cent o f all 
traffic accidents and more than half o f traffic accidents re­
sulting in injury happened to women. The greatest increase 
is shown by single-party accidents; for women they have 
increased fourfold in eight years. Women’s single-party ac­
cidents were mostly falls from a bicycle and cases o f dri­
ving o ff the road with a motorcar.

O f traffic accident victims, 72 per cent were moving by 
car, 15 per cent by bicycle, and two per cent on foot.

6b. Male victims o f other leisure-time accidents by age 
group per 100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.
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7a. Female victims o f traffic accidents by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

Thousands

7b. Male victims o f traffic accidents by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

Thousands
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Fewer work accidents
The survey found 231,000 work accidents in 1988. Their 
number has fallen slightly since 1980: seven per cent for 
men, six per cent for women. The difference between men 
and women has remained unchanged; more than two-thirds 
o f work accidents involved men.

The greatest decrease from 1980 is shown by work acci­
dents o f young men. For women, work accidents have de­
creased slightly in the 35-44 age group, but increased in 
the 20-34 age group.

Work accidents are an accident type causing the most inju­
ries. The injuries have become less severe: bone fractures 
and wounds in the body have decreased, minor injuries 
have increased.

Thousands

8a. Female victims o f work accidents by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 ja  1988.

8b. Male victims o f work accidents by age group per
100,000 population, 1980 and 1988.

Thousands
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Background of the survey
The provisional results concerning accidents and violence 
presented in this publication are derived from an extensive 
interview survey describing the safety o f life in Finland. 
Besides accidents and violence, the survey dealt with 
victimization by property crimes, hidden criminality, and 
fear o f crime. The project also included a study o f crime 
damage, the data o f  which were derived from the records 
o f crimes kept by the police.

The executive group o f the project had the following mem­
bers: Göran Strengell (Chairman), Risto Lättilä, Maija 
Ojutkangas, Pentti Pietilä and Markku Heiskanen 
(Secretary) from the Central Statistical Office o f Finland, 
Kauko Aromaa from the National Research Institute o f 
Legal Policy, Olli Nieminen from the Ministry o f the Inte­
rior, and Anneli Ruusinen from the National Board o f 
Health.

The project group had the following members: Markku 
Heiskanen (Co-ordinator), Tuomo Niskanen and Jaana Y li­
nen (Secretary) from the Central Statistical Office o f 
Finland, and Reino Siren and Hannu Niemi from the Na­
tional Research Institute o f  Legal Policy.

The interim report has been produced by a working group 
comprising Kauko Aromaa, Hannu Niemi and Reino Siren

Method of study

from the National Research Institute o f  Legal Policy, and 
Markku Heiskanen, Risto Lâttilâ and Tuomo Niskanen 
from the Central Statistical O ffice o f Finland.

The survey is connected with the sector on personal safety 
and administration o f justice o f the OECD Social Indicator 
Development Program, which has studied, among other 
things, safety indicators and concepts related to physical 
safety.

Physical safety was measured by examining sudden, unex­
pected, externally caused events which had damaged the 
respondent’ s health. Such events were subdivided as fol­
lows:

-  traffic accidents
-  work accidents
-  accidents at home
-  sports accidents
-  other leisure-time accidents
-  criminal violence

Traffic accidents and violence were defined more broadly 
than other accident types. They also include cases where 
the respondent did not suffer any physical injuries.

The data were collected in March-December 1988 by inter­
viewing nearly 14,000 Finns aged 15 years or older who 
had been selected by random sampling. The respondents 
were asked questions about accidents and crimes which 
they had experienced during one year. The response rate 
was 87 per cent.

The figures presented have been arrived at by raising the 
sample data to correspond to the population aged 15-74. 
The interim report does not contain information on re­
spondents more than 74 years old.

Sample surveys are always subject to random variation 
which influences the results. Therefore, the results should 
be interpreted as confidence intervals and not as exact figu­
res. For example, the number o f traffic accidents is, at a

probability o f 90 per cent, between 246,000 and 274,000.

Besides the sampling error, the measurement contains un­
certainty factors which probably lower the figures for acci­
dents and violence somewhat below their real level. Such 
factors include, e.g., forgetting o f minor accidents and, in 
the case o f domestic violence, concealing o f events. The 
final results may also contain corrections o f interpretation 
and other errors.

The information content o f the data corresponds to that o f 
the 1980 interviews. Therefore, the results are comparable 
with the 1980 results.

Appendixes
Table 1. Accidents and incidents o f violence by sex and age o f victims, 1988.

Table 2. Victims o f accidents and violence by sex and age, 1988.

Table 3. Victims o f accidents and violence by sex and age per 100,000 population, 1988. 

Table 4. Accidents and violence by sex o f victim and type o f injury, 1988.
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