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Figure 17.
The Glasgow tramways were an example of succesful muni-
cipalisation. (London June 28, 1894)

empowered to purchase private systems after 21 years, at
existing structural value, and, because of their interest in the
highway, they were allowed to regulate the amount and course
of traffic. By 1895 33 of the country’s 124 tramway systems had
been constructed by local authorities and this represented a
capital investment of 2 million pounds. Ten years later, in 1905
161 of the 276 systems were owned and run by local authorities
and their total capital amounted to nearly 28 million pounds.
This dramatic rise in investment had two causes: systems were
extended from 264 to 1,196 miles of line and were also
electrified. This expansion continued in the following years so
that by 1913 some 1,500 miles of tramway lines were owned by
local authorities. Municipal ownership embraced 63 per cent of
lines, 71 per cent of capital expenditure, 73 per cent of
vehicles, 75 per cent of car miles to run, 80 per cent of
passengers carried, and 81 per cent of electricity consumed.™

145. Albert Shaw, Municipal Government in Great Britain, New York 1895,
pp- 204—208; C. A. Oakley, The Last Tram, London 1962, p. 20; Tom
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