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Special Interest Groups (SIGs) at the ISME World Conference

Thessaloniki, 2012

Proposal form to be completed for the establishment of a Special Interest Group (SIG) at the ISME World Conference for 2012 in Thessaloniki
As a new initiative at the forthcoming ISME World Conference for 2012 in Thessaloniki, we are pleased to accept proposals for Special Interest Groups (SIGs). This is a pilot study for 2012 and the outcomes will be reviewed prior to a decision being made to continue with the concept in subsequent World Conferences from 2014. 
The rationale and process for establishing a SIG for 2012 are as follows:
	Special Interest Groups (SIGs): Rationale and Process

	Special Interest Groups (SIGs) provide a structured opportunity within ISME for the involvement of individuals drawn together by a common interest in a field of study, teaching and/or research when the existing ISME organisation may not directly facilitate such activity. 

ISME provides SIGs with programme time at the World Conference, publicity, scheduling and prestige under the ISME umbrella.



	SIGs may be established by the ISME Board, following a request made by 3 advocates, representing 3 different regions or countries, and at least 20 named members of ISME (please see attached proposal form).



	The activities of SIGs may include the development of an on-line community space on the ISME website and the presentation of dedicated symposia within the World Conference.



	Each proposal will be reviewed by an ISME Conferences Standing Committee (appointed by the ISME Board) and include consultation with ISME Commission Chairs, existing Forum Convenors and any other SIG Convenors. 

A recommendation will then be made by the Conferences Standing Committee to the ISME Board. 

The Board’s decision will be communicated by the ISME Secretary General to the advocates and, if accepted, to the Thessaloniki Conference Organising Committee.


Policy approved by the ISME Board of Directors, Beijing, August 2010.
A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP OF ISME 

at the ISME World Conference for 2012 in Thessaloniki

Proposed SIG title:
 Technology in Music & Music Education
Description of, and rationale for, the special interest:
At a time when technology is ubiquitous throughout the world, serves as a fundamental engine now driving the worldwide music industry, and is readily assimilated by young learners wherever it is available, The Technology SIG believes that it is time to establish this discipline as an integral part of ISME.  It will serve not only as a gathering place for the members who share interests in this field, but also to disseminate research and knowledge to all ISME members who wish to incorporate music technology in their teaching and their students’ learning.  The Technology SIG is a network of proactive leaders, practitioners, researchers, and thinkers in the fields of music and music education technology who recognise the importance of this discipline to the greater music education community.  The Technology SIG will support developments of technology in music education. Furthermore, it will provide mutual support for projects in music technology.

A key component to recognising the purpose of the SIG is to understand technology.  If colleagues have often felt sceptical of or intimated by the impact of the digital world on the music classroom, it may be because the focus of its practitioners has been primarily on computer- based resources and digital musical devices.  This is a narrow albeit obvious area with which most of the members of this Group work.  However, its domain is greater.  Technology refers to a field of study (-ology) of a skill, craft or art (techne). The tools and skills that get developed are not necessarily pieces of hardware, such as cars or cell phones.  They can be imbedded as linguistic, mathematical, philosophical, or scientific tools and techniques.  Common to all areas of human endeavour is development of tools and resources that, when employed, produce expected results under the conditions for which they have designed.  

For us in music, these can vary from developing music instruments, teaching techniques, and music theory methods to computer-based hardware and software.  Music technology should be understood as the study of music in relation to its tools and techniques, and by extension, the application of this study in music education to music teaching, learning, and production.  Music technology is a field of study.  In this capacity, it incorporates research and scholarship, innovation, integration of tools and resources in practice that are relevant to the field of music that we incorporate and disseminate in our work.  

Evidence that the proposed SIG focus is not covered by existing opportunities under the ISME framework (see Annex):
Technology in music and music education does not have its own commission nor is there an existing commission in this area. In the main ISME conference music education technology papers and workshops have not been presented in a coordinated way. Still, the area/theme has received a lot of interest among audiences attending music technology-related sessions. 

Aims of the group:

1. To reflect, analyze, evaluate, and discuss current practices, issues, problems, trends and possibilities related to the application and impact of technology in music and music education.
2. To find and explore novel ways to extend, enable and transform music teaching pedagogies and music learning, approaches through the application and integration of technology (including continuous professional support for music teachers)
3. To consider how technology mediates traditional musical practices/activities and contemporary educational issues such as pedagogy, culture and policies.
4. To re-define the essence of music, teaching and learning in the light of converging and emerging technologies.
5. To facilitate regional and global interactions and collaborations in research, teaching and development, software development; and thus making global interaction into a resource for local action.
6. To develop theoretical innovations and new practical approaches into good practices, including the dissemination of them.
How will the SIG contribute to the advancement of the mission and core values of ISME (see Annex)? 

The Technology SIG will help ISME to predicate and develop its role in the field of modern music education.  The SIG is attuned to the times and expects to share its expertise and experience in music education technology with ISME members.  Unlike the ISME Commissions, the Technology SIG will convene during the main conference, thereby making its presentations and activities readily available to all attendees.  It will also provide support for ISME members outside the biennial meeting and will develop and maintain relationships with music technology organisations in countries around the world.  
A contact name, address, email address and brief cv for the SIG advocates (n=3), drawn from 3 different regions/countries, who are willing (at least initially) to act as convenors of the SIG.
On the next page, please list supporters of this proposal.

Please list the names of 20 additional ISME members who support this proposal (i.e. in addition to the 3 advocates)

	
	Title of proposed SIG:

Technology in Music & Music Education



	
	Names of 3 SIG Advocates:
	Country
	Email address



	1
	Matti Ruippo
	Fin
	

	2
	Fred Rees
	US
	frees@iupui.edu

	3
	Samuel Leong
	Australia
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