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Finna in a nutshell

§ The user interface of National Digital Library.
§ One of the key infrastructures for culture and research.

§ National web service for Finnish archives, libraries and 
museums.

§ Shared service funded by the Ministry of Education and 
Culture.
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Two sides of Finna 

Finna.fi Entity of Finna interfaces

• A service combining the
materials of archives, libraries
and museums.

• ”National view of Finna”

• Platform as service: Finna 
offers tools to build and 
maintain library´s, archive´s
or museum´s own user
interface.

• Entity of local Finna views.
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Finna.fi – a national view
§ +13 million descriptive metadata entries.
§ +1,6 million records available online.
§ Material provided by +200 libraries, archives and museums.
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Finna.fi – discovery and delivery
§ Discovery

§ Single search combines the materials of various libraries, 
archives and museums. Advanced search for targeting and 
narrowing the search. 

§ Delivery
§ Library service functions: renewing loans, reserving materials, 

managing your materials from several libraries.
§ Under way: archive and museum service functions.
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Finna.fi - collections of big
organisations
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Finna.fi - collections of small
organisations
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Entity of Finna interfaces
organisation .finna.fi
§ +50 organisations have published their own Finna 

user interfaces. 
§ Discovery and delivery of local content.
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Higher education libraries
§ All Finnish higher education libraries have published own

Finna user interfaces.
§ Access to licensed scientific content: E-journals and E-books.
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Public libraries
§ Number of public libraries replacing their library interfaces

with local Finna user interface is growing.
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Growing service
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Social 
connections and 

interaction
Creation of 
added value ContentIntelligenceOpenness

Culture and 
information closer 

to everyone
Support for 

research
New ways to 

support learning
New services 

through 
partnerships

Cost-effective 
solutions in 
shared use 

The leading channel for 
accessing open culture and 

science

Finna strategy 2016–2020
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How is Finna done?

Eeva Rista, Helsingin kaupunginmuseo, https://finna.fi/Record/hkm.HKMS000005:km0000nuru
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Development and adoption has been fast 

§ 2008-2011 planning and 
piloting with commercial 
software

§ 2012 Open Source 
development starts

§ 2012 Beta

§ 2013 Public release 1,2 2,7
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Fast and agile
§ Agile methods
§ New version every 3 weeks. Fast reaction to changing needs.
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Benefits of Open Source
§ Doesn’t bind to a particular 

software vendor.
§ No blocks for integration

§ Very important if there will be a 
lot of integration and 
cooperation!

§ Costs: Only for the labour
§ International developer 

community
Eeva Rista, Helsingin kaupunginmuseo,

https://www.finna.fi/Record/hkm.HKMS000005:km0000ntu4
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Developing Together…
§ Finna consortium & NDL -

steering group
§ Far reaching decisions and 

strategy

§ Internet forum, service desk, 
wiki, meetings
§ Debate on the needs of 

Archives, Museums and 
Libraries

§ Development is openly 
documented in real time
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… for the users
§ User-centered design
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FINNA API

External index
PCI/EDS/…

External APIs
Information about organisations 

(e.g. Locations of library buildings), 
Cover images, 

geolocation of geonames.

Voikko
Finnish linguistics

Voikko.sourceforge.net

VuFind
User interface(s)

Vufind.org

Solr
Metadata index 

and search engine
Lucene.apache.org/solr

Record Manager
Metadata harvesting, indexing 

and manipulation

Metadata
DC, MARC 21, EAD, 

LIDO, FORWARD

Images
Linked images

Services
Holdings, Reservations, 

Photo orders 

Admin Interface
Administrative tools for client 

organisations

Piwik
UI Statistics

piwik.org
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Melinda for cataloguers Finna for end users
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Enabling re-use and 
new ways to use Finna data

Väinö Kannisto, Helsingin kaupunginmuseo, https://www.finna.fi/Record/hkm.HKMS000005:km0000lfq8
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Openness enables re-use and the 
innovative development of services 
§ Open source
§ Open interface (API) 
§ Open metadata
§ Open content
_____________________
§ Api.finna.fi: Descriptive metadata of over 13 Million entries 

from Finna.fi.

§ Open interface and open metadata enables experimentation 
with data… Open content and freely accessible digital 
objects motivates
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Digital learning environments
§ Piloting

§ Finna.fi <> API <> e-learning platforms
§ Openly reusable material

§ Usability workshops
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Hackathons
§ Sharing, Openness, Collaboration and Engaging.
§ Hands-on
§ Participating in Hackathons and promoting them.
§ Examples of collaboration

§ Historical Pasila – steps towards historical street view 
Ø Finna Street

§ Wikidocumentaries
§ Microhistory, Crowdsourcing

§ Crowdsourcing old photography: ajapaik.ee.
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Examples of applications using Finna API

§ Annif.org
§ automated subject indexing

§ Finto, Finnish thesaurus and ontology service
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§ Helsinkiphotos.fi / Helsinkikuvia.fi (Built on Finna-API)
§ Helsinki City Museums image service that provides a user-friendly way 

to access and print the Helsinki City Museum’s photographs

Examples of applications using Finna API
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Crowdsourcing + Finna (Citizen science)

lokistories.fi

finna.fi

api.finna.fi

api.lokistories.fi
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Finna Street
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Finna Street
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Thank you!

erkki.tolonen@helsinki.fi


